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Course Description: 

In this course we will cover:

I. Some of the important British, American, and world literature 

II. Some major authors

III. Some of the important and representative literary genres

IV. Appropriate history and history of ideas helpful in understanding and enjoying this literature.

By participating in this course, you will have opportunities to:

I. Interpret written materials flexibly; understanding that although multiple meanings are possible, textual evidence needs to support individual interpretations of the literature being read as well as the implications drawn from it.

II. Write expository prose responding to questions abut the literature

III. Through reading and writing about literature, learn to become reflective and lifelong learners.  

Text: McDonnell, Helen, James E. Miller, Jr., and Russell J. Hogan, Eds. Traditions in 
Literature. Scott, Forseman and Company. Glenview, IL: 1989.

20 Novels: 

- Read 20 novels this year.  

- Novels read in class count, but summer reading does not.  

- 5 Novels are required to be read each quarter.  

- 1 of the 5 novels must be selected from a list provided of a particular genre.

- This novel will be used for an assigned project that will be due at the end of the quarter.  

- The student may choose the other 4 novels they wish to read during that quarter.  

-Assessment: 
- 4 Alternative Book Reports: 1 for the assigned genre that quarter
- Choose a novel and enter it into your 20 Novel Reading Log (I will always be available to recommend titles). 

- After reading a novel, select an option from the list attached to the syllabus to complete.

- On assigned days, oral presentations of the Alternative Book Reports will be required. 

- Reading Emails: A reading email is simply an email sent to the student's English teacher that contains information about the progress the student is making in their outside reading novel.  
 
- 5 Reading emails will be required each week. 
    
- The email must include the book title, the pages read, and two             
sentences explaining what is happening in the plot. 
- The Email is due by 12 o'clock midnight (i.e.: Tuesday's reading email     is due by midnight on Tuesday).
 - Late reading emails will not be accepted and my not be made up.
 - I will allow for 3 dropped email grades a quarter.  Consider these as         grace nights. 

Evaluation and Grading Policies:


-Grading Values:



- Essays & Tests: 30%



- Journals: 30%



- Quizzes & Homework: 20%



- Vocabulary from Classical Roots: 10%



- Reading Emails: 10%

a. Essays & Tests:  These make up the largest forms of assessment.  Expect one essay as well as one test per unit.  

b. Journals: Creative writing assignments, writing prompts, and group projects all fall under this category.  

c. Quizzes & Homework:  These assignments are assigned to motivate students to practice tasks or to prepare for upcoming material.  

d. Vocabulary from Classical Roots:  This will replace the previous vocabulary curriculum, Wordly Wise.  Tests and workbooks will be due on Fridays.  

· Grading will be based on:

· A) Knowledge of the subject matter 

· B) Ability to express ideas clearly and effectively in class and on paper.  

Work Requirements and Policies: 

· All work is to be typed, double spaced, well written, and proofread unless otherwise stated. 

· All writing must adhere to MLA formatting. Assignments not written according to MLA formatting are incomplete, therefore they will be returned for completion.  

· All graded assignments will be stored in the portfolio section of the student’s notebook. This section will be checked and graded throughout the year. 

· All work is to be handed in to the homeroom homework box the morning the assignment is due. 

· If reading was assigned for homework, be prepared for a quiz on that material during the following class period.  

· Class participation is required.  Many opportunities for involvement and student input will be included in each class.  It is the student’s responsibility to be prepared and involved in his/her own learning experience.  

· Plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will result in an F for the exercise and other consequences outlined in the GGCA handbook may occur.  Parents will also be notified.

· If a student is in need of assistance, please see me at the last period of the day or email me.  

· Late Policy:  

· Homework: Every day that an assignment is not handed in will result in the grade lowering 5 points.  If a documented problem occurs, I must be contacted before the due date in order to arrange an option that is fair to all students. 

· Workbook Pages (Vocabulary & Speech): These must be handed in on the day that they are due.  I will not accept them late.  If the workbook is not handed in, it will result in a 0%.  

· Excused Absence (medical, death in the family, court appearance): you are still responsible to complete any missed work, assignments, or assessments with an allowance of time equal to the days of absence.  

· Unexcused Absence (Vacations): Homework is due at the student’s return to school.  The student should also be prepared to take any tests or quizzes that were missed.  A three day notice is required if the student wishes the teacher to prepare work for them to take with them.  

Alternative Book Reports

From:

Carter, Candy, and Zora Rashkis, Eds. Ideas for Teaching English in the Junior High and 
Middle School. National Council of Teachers of English. Urbana, IL: 1980. 

1. Design an advertising campaign to promote the sale of the book you read. Include each of the following in your campaign: a poster, a radio or TV commercial, a magazine or newspaper ad, a bumper sticker, and a button.

2. Write a scene that could have happened in the book you read, but didn’t.  After you have written the scene, explain how it would have changed the outcome of the book.

3. Create a board game based on events and characters in the novel you read.  By playing your game, members of the class should learn what happened in the book.  Your game must include the following: a board game, a rule sheet and clear directions, and events and characters from the story on cards or on a game board. 

4. Make models of three objects which are important in the book you read.  On a card attached to each model, tell why the object was important in the book.

5. If the book you read involves a number of locations within a country or geographical area, plot the events of the story on a map.  Make sure the map is large enough for us to read the main events clearly.  Attach a legend to your map. Write a paragraph that explains the importance of each even indicated on your map. 

6. Complete a series of five drawings that show five of the major events in the plot.  Write captions for each drawing so that the illustration can be understood by someone who did not read the book.  Variation: Create a comic strip of your novel.

7. You are a prosecuting attorney putting one of the characters from the book you read on trial for a crime or misdeed. Prepare your case on paper, giving all your arguments and supporting them with facts from the book.  

8. Adapt the prosecuting attorney activity outlined about to a dual-role project: in one role, present the prosecuting case, and in the other, present the case for the defense.  If a classmate has read the same book, you might make this a two-person project. 

9. Write a copy for a newspaper front page that is devoted entirely to the book you read.  The front page should look like a real newspaper.  The articles on the front page should be based on events and characters in the book. 

10. Retell the plot of the book you read as it might appear in a third grade reading book.   Be sure the vocabulary you use is appropriate for that age group.  Record your story telling.  

11. Write three poems in response to the novel.  The poems can be about the characters, where the book took place, or the themes in the book. 

12. Choose a character you liked and then create sentences based on the alphabet scheme that demonstrates you knowledge of the character.  For example, this alphabet is based on Zeke from Spite Fences: A) is for ABUSE that Zeke took at the hands of the racist mob. B) is for his BENDING OVER BACKWARDS to make sure the visiting civil rights activists could work in obscurity. 

13. Create a picture book based on the book.

14. Write a beginning for a sequel for the book you read.  Outline what would happen in the rest of the book.

15. Gather a large collection of current events that reflect incidents that closely parallel those in your novel. 

16. Rewrite a novel as a play.  You may abridge and condense, or you may choose 1-2 important scenes to rewrite.  It would be helpful if you can convince a group to help you perform (acting or reader’s theatre). 

17. Has your book ever been on a banned book list? If so, research to find out why.  Write a position statement, stating why you think the book should or should not be banned.

18. Collect sentences from your novel.  As you are reading, be watching for sentences which have an effect on you for one reason or another.  Maybe it is just a sentence they you really, really like.  Or maybe it is a sentence that says something just the way it should be said.  Write it into a sentence journal.  After the sentence, jot down the title of the novel from which it came and the page number.  Then briefly tell why you have included this sentence in your journal. You should have at least 20 sentences. 

19. Select a chapter from the novel you have just read that you consider to be powerful or interesting.  Then select words, lines, and phrases that you think project strong images and show the impact the chapter makes.  Arrange this material into a poem.  The following example comes from Chapter Twenty in Spite Fences by Trudy Krisher: Violence at the Lunch Counter Sit-in Fist Slammed into George Hardy’s face/ Glasses slid to his chin/ Shattered into a spider’s web./ River of red blood/ Running from his nose./ It was the red color of the fence/ The red color of the earth/ on which I stood/ It was red/ The color of my life this summer/ The color of Kinship. 

20. Convert the events of the book into a song.  Write the lyrics and music or adapt words to a melody by someone else.

21. Imagine that you are the author of the book you have just read.  Suddenly the book becomes a best seller.  Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person interested in making your book into a movie.  Explain why the story, characters, conflicts, etc., would make a good film.  Suggest a filming location and the actors to play the various roles.  YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS WHICH HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE INTO MOVIES. 

22. Pick a national issue.  Compose a speech to be given on that topic by one of the major characters in the book you read.  Be sure the contents of the speech reflect the character’s personality and beliefs.

23. Project of your choice pre-approved by the instructor.
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