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Class Website: ggcaenglish.weebly.com 

Course Description: 

In this course we will cover:

I. Some of the important British, American, and world literature 

II. Some major authors

III. Some of the important and representative literary genres

IV. Appropriate history and history of ideas helpful in understanding and enjoying this literature.

By participating in this course, you will have opportunities to:

I. Interpret written materials flexibly; understanding that although multiple meanings are possible, textual evidence needs to support individual interpretations of the literature being read as well as the implications drawn from it.

II. Write expository prose responding to questions abut the literature

III. Through reading and writing about literature, learn to become reflective and lifelong learners.  

Text: McDonnell, Helen, James E. Miller, Jr., and Russell J. Hogan, Eds. Patterns in 
Literature. Scott, Forseman and Company. Glenview, IL: 1989.

20 Novels: 

- Read 20 Books this year.  

- Novels read in class count, and your summer reading will count as your first book.  

- 5 Novels are required to be read each quarter: This will be recorded as a test grade.  For example:


- 0 books: 0%

- 1 book: 20%


- 2 books: 40%


- 3 books: 60%


- 4 books: 80%


- 5 books: 100%

- You may not make up books missed in a quarter for an improved grade.  

- You may do an alternative book report on one of the books you have read that quarter for an extra credit of 10 points to your quarterly test grade.  

- Make sure to write the title and author of the book you are reading on your outside reading chart.  Also write the date you begun reading and the date you finished that book.   

- Any book from our library will count.

- Students may bring in books from home or their own libraries.  

- Parents are then responsible to approve the content and appropriateness of their child’s book.  

- If a student brings in a book that is deemed inappropriate by a teacher, the student will be asked to not bring the book to school. 

- That book will also not be able to be counted towards their 20 book goal, and they may not use it for a school related assignment or project.  

- Long books of at least 500 pages, if approved by the teacher, may count as two books.  

-Assessment: 

- 1 Test Grade each quarter:



-.  For example:


- 0 books: 0%

- 1 book: 20%


- 2 books: 40%


- 3 books: 60%


- 4 books: 80%


- 5 books: 100%

- Journal Entries: Journal entries contain information about the progress the student is making in their outside reading novel.
 
- 5 Reading journal entries will be required each week. 

- They will be checked in class every Thursday.

- Journal entries must be in response to the list on the page: Reading Journal Prompts.

- You may only choose one prompt from each of the categories per book: Characters, Setting, Plot, Lead, Conclusion, Foreshadowing and Flashbacks, Main Idea, Conflict, Narrative, Vocabulary, Title, Theme, Mood, and Author Knowledge. For example, if you answer a prompt about character, you may not use another prompt under Character until you start a new book.  

- Each book must have at least 5 journal entries. 
- Late reading journal entries will not be accepted and my not be made up.
- I will drop 2 of the lowest reading journal entries each quarter.  

- Reading Journal entries will account for 10% of your grade. 

- See the grading rubric for other requirements. 

Evaluation and Grading Policies:


-Grading Values:



- Essays & Tests: 40%



- Journals & Projects: 30%



- Quizzes, Class work, & Homework: 10%



- Vocabulary from Classical Roots: 10%



- Reading Journal: 10%

a. Essays & Tests:  These make up the largest forms of assessment.  Expect one essay as well as one test per unit.  

b. Journals: Creative writing assignments, writing prompts, and group projects all fall under this category.  

c. Quizzes & Homework:  These assignments are assigned to motivate students to practice tasks or to prepare for upcoming material.  

d. Vocabulary from Classical Roots:  This will replace the previous vocabulary curriculum, Wordly Wise.  Tests and workbooks will be due on Fridays.  

· Grading will be based on:

· A) Knowledge of the subject matter 

· B) Ability to express ideas clearly and effectively in class and on paper.  

Work Requirements and Policies: 

· All work is to be typed, double spaced, well written, and proofread unless otherwise stated. 

· All writing must adhere to MLA formatting. Assignments not written according to MLA formatting are incomplete, therefore they will be returned for completion.  

· All graded assignments will be stored in the portfolio section of the student’s notebook. This section will be checked and graded throughout the year. 

· All work is to be handed in to the homeroom homework box the morning the assignment is due. 

· If reading was assigned for homework, be prepared for a quiz on that material during the following class period.  

· Class participation is required.  Many opportunities for involvement and student input will be included in each class.  It is the student’s responsibility to be prepared and involved in his/her own learning experience.  

· Plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will result in an F for the exercise and other consequences outlined in the GGCA handbook may occur.  Parents will also be notified.

· If a student is in need of assistance, please see me at the last period of the day or email me.  

· Late Policy:  

· Homework, Class Work, and Quizzes: 

· Every day that an assignment is not handed in will result in the grade lowering 10 points.  

· I will not accept homework that is more that 5 days late. If the homework is not in within 5 days, the grade will be a zero for that assignment.

· Certain assignments are required to be finished in order for class participation the day they are due.  These assignments will be clearly marked, and not handing them in on the required day will result in a 0%. 

· Quizzes and class work can not be made up. Missing the class will result in a 0% for that grade.  The 3 lowest grades will be dropped every quarter. 

· If a documented problem occurs, I must be contacted before the due date in order to arrange an option that is fair to all students. 

· Workbook Pages (Vocabulary & Speech): These must be handed in on the day that they are due.  I will not accept them late.  If the workbook is not handed in, it will result in a 0%.  

· Excused Absence (medical, death in the family, court appearance): you are still responsible to complete any missed work, assignments, or assessments with an allowance of time equal to the days of absence. After those days, all late policies apply.  

· Unexcused Absence (Vacations): Homework is due at the student’s return to school. All late policies apply to work not handed in on the day of return. The student should also be prepared to take any tests or quizzes that were missed.  A three day notice is required if the student wishes the teacher to prepare work for them to take with them.  

Parent & Student Signature

I have read this syllabus and I accept the work requirements and policies listed.

Student:_________________________________________________  Date:​​​​​​___________

Parent:___________________________________________________ Date: __________

