Name:

Mrs. Vanderwarker

American Literature
November 5, 2010

Characterization Worksheet

Characterization: The technique writers use to create lifelike characters. A writer may describe a character’s physical appearance, personality, behavior, thoughts, feelings, and speech. A writer may also describe the reactions of some characters to another character. 
· Flat Characters: Stereotypes are one-dimensional and lacking in complexity.  These characters don’t change throughout the story.

· Round Characters: They act according to complex and realistic patterns of emotion and behavior.
1. Describe your Protagonist:

What is this person's name?

Why was s/he named that?

Age? Birthday?

Where does s/he live?

Why did s/he choose to live there?

Does s/he live in an apartment? A house? 

Does s/he live by himself? With others?

What kind of car does s/he drive?

What are his/her important material possessions?

Give a brief physical description.

What are his/her hobbies?

What kind of music does s/he enjoy?

Does s/he have pets?

What are his/her favorite foods & drinks?

If s/he has an unexpected free half-day, how does s/he spend it?

How would a friend describe him/her?

What is his/her education?

What is his/her job?

Why did s/he choose that profession?

How does s/he feel about his work?

What does s/he want to be doing in twenty years?

How does s/he feel about the opposite sex?

Why does s/he feel that way?

Is s/he married? Single? Divorced?

Does s/he have children?

Does s/he have ex-boy/girl friends?

How would a ex-boy/girl friend describe him/her?

Who are his/her parents?

Does s/he have brothers and sisters?

Where was s/he born and raised?

How important is the family relationship to him/her?

Who is his/her best friend? Why?

Who is his/her worst enemy? Why?

Which one event in his/her life has made this person what s/he is today?

How does s/he feel about himself?

What trait does s/he have which s/he wants to keep secret from the world?

What does s/he like most about his/her life?

What does s/he dislike most about his/her life?

What one thing would s/he like to change about the world?

What would this person die to defend?

What is his/her most likeable character trait?

What is his/her most unlikable or troublesome character defect? 

As the story begins, what is his/her problem? 

What does s/he do that makes this problem worse?

What is this person's ideal happy ending? 

What reaction do you want the reader to have to this person?
Why should the reader care about this person?
 3. Have a classmate read your answers. Based on those answers, have a classmate write a description of your protagonist’s behavior, thoughts, feelings, and speech if they were in the following situations: 
· He/she just ate dinner at a restaurant and they realized that they don’t have their wallet with them?
· How would they propose or how would they want to be proposed to?

· A major political assassination just occurred and there is rioting in the streets, how would s/he react?
